The Dead in Christ Are the First Resurrection
Scripture reading: Romans 8:19-23

I Thessalonians 4:16, “For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the Dead In Christ shall rise first.”

If this passage stood alone then it might not have carried out the point of the dead in Christ so strongly,
but in the light of several other scriptures, it is definitely saying that the “dead in Christ” are the First
Resurrection.

I Corinthians 15:22-23, “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every man
in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.”

This passage was dealing with the resurrection of the dead and verse 23 tells us that there will be a certain
order in the resurrection. All Christians will not be resurrected or changed at the same time, but there is a
Firstfruits company which are those who are in Christ. This is the true meaning of this passage. You will
notice that it did not say Christ the firstfruit, but Firstfruits. We see here that the word Christ means the
many membered Body of Christ with “the Head Jesus Christ” already risen and the Body now ready to
come forth.

“If ye be then risen with Christ...” The only way we are risen with Christ is if we are part of His body.

Colossians 1:18, “And he is the head of the body the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead: that in all things he might have the preeminence.”

Revelation 14:4, “These are they which were not defiled by women (the false church); for they are
virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb withersoever He goeth. These were redeemed from
among men, being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.”

This is the grandest of the grand prizes. The firstfruits being untouched by the tribulation will be the
overcomers which Romans 8:19-23 talks about. They will overcome first their own soul nature, then the
world and the Devil. The last victory they will gain will be over death even as they are changed or
resurrected to immortality and incorruption. When you overcome your mental attitude, your emotional
yearnings, your self-will, and your human desires, through the Blood of Jesus Christ, then you have just
begun to be an overcomer.

Nevertheless, the day that we make that covenant with our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, that might well
be the greatest day of our lives.

(Excerpt from The Omega Message, August 1984)

Thought for today: Let us therefore make the Covenant to Go the Whole Way with Christ — to follow the
Lamb withersoever He goeth.
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