Who Are the Dead in Christ?
Scripture reading: I John 3:23-24

In our previous devotionals we have talked about dying to sin, but what are the signs of being dead in
Christ. Those who are dead in the natural have no feelings, and are not involved in the things of the living
anymore. So it is those who are dead in Christ — they are not involved in carnality and sinfulness. They do
not willfully sin, would be more specific.

I John 3:23-24, “And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus
Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment. And he that keepeth his commandments
dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath
given us.”

Those who abide in Christ are dead — dead to sin. If sin calls, they will not answer because they are dead,
but if righteousness calls, they will answer and be ready to obey. It is like a machine that is tuned to one
frequency and will not be stirred by another.

2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new.”

The terminology “in Christ” means “under the headship of Christ”, or in other words, “be in the body of
Christ.” The beginning of the New Creation Man therefore is In Christ. When Christ becomes the head of
the individual, then that person is in Christ. Christ comes into the believer in order to take the believer
into Christ. The believer has Christ within his spirit when he is baptized with the Holy Ghost and not
before then. This is clearly stated in John 14:17 that there are two operations of the Holy Spirit — with and
within.

The dead are those who have crucified the flesh:

Galatians 5:24, “And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.”

God hides those who are dead in Christ:

Colossians 3:3, “For ye are dead and your life is hid with Christ in God.”

Jesus heals us spiritually, not just naturally by His stripes:

I Peter 2:25, “Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins
should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes we were healed.”

The believer is being asked of God to attend his own crucifixion every morning he rises. Being dead to sin
is not one mighty act of sacrifice and it’s all over with, but a daily uphill task of bringing the members of
one’s body under Divine Control. The man whose eyes are used to roving will find that his eyes will, even
without his conscious participation, BUT when he submits this condition to God, he will as it were catch
up himself just before he commits the crime.

(Excerpt from The Omega Message, August 1984)

Thought for today: Let us attend to our own crucifixion today and bring the members of our body under
Divine Control.
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