The Four Basic Beast Natures of Man
Scripture reading: Ezekiel 1: 4-12

THE SOUL OF MAN HAS FOUR BASIC BEAST NATURES. The mind is symbolized by the eagle, always
flying, restless. The emotions are symbolized by the lion, terrible. The will is symbolized by the ox,
stubborn. The face of the man is a symbol of the desires, human. Man is a creature of desire. A change
must come forth in man's soul.

JESUS CAME AND DIED TO SAVE MAN'S SOUL. Jesus did not die to save your spirit. Your spirit goes
back to God in any event. Your spirit did not need to be saved. You were born in sin and your soul was in
iniquity. IT IS THE SOUL AREA THAT NEEDS TO BE SAVED. See Hebrews 10:309.

The nature of the mind is joined to the nature of the emotions. The nature of the emotions is joined to the
nature of the will. The nature of the will is joined to the desires. Whatever part of this nature is affected by
any circumstance or outside influence then it will affect the other natures. A man gets upset in his
emotions and it changes his thinking. He thinks differently. His thinking becomes intoxicated by the
madness of his emotions. His will is then changed. Instead of having a will to do probably the right thing,
he sometimes finds himself willing to do the wrong thing.

The mind, or the eagle, had a face of the man on one side (desires), the face of the ox on the other side
(will), and the face of the lion on the other side (emotions). The mind then has a will of its own, desires of
its own, and emotions of its own. There could be an emotional charge coming from the mind. The way you
think about things could affect your emotions. This emotional charge comes from the mind and strikes the
emotions and the emotions, being stronger, pick it up and affect the will and the whole being of the man.
Thus God gave us a spirit, without which we would be just like the brute beast. The spirit, therefore,
affects the whole process, to bring some temperance and some moderation to it. If they (the mind, the
will, the desires, the emotions) will accept the pleading of the Spirit of God or the moving of the Spirit
then this area will be changed to do God's will. God comes through the spirit of man. "The spirit of man is
the candle of the LORD, searching all the inward parts of the belly," Proverbs 20:27.

The mind of man can be influenced by outside influences. Therefore, God plants the Holy Spirit into
man's spirit which has a stronger effect upon the soul nature of the man than any other outside spirit.
After a man is saved and brought back from the dead (he was a dead soul and became a living soul), he
wants life. A living creature must have living food so he cries out to God and God sends the Holy Spirit
into his spirit. HIS SPIRIT MEETS OUR SPIRIT and testifies that we are the children of God. We
BECOME THE SONS of God WHEN WE OBEY the Spirit of God (see Romans 8:14). The Holy Spirit,
therefore, begins to charge the human spirit which becomes bright, and sends this radiation of power into
the natures of the soul.

This soul area is a most complicated area because it has the bombardment of the world, the flesh, and the
devil. There is a certain amount of bombardment of influence that comes through a man's physical, carnal
feelings. This is why Satan said in talking to God about Job, in Job 2:4 and 5, "Skin for skin...and he will
curse thee to thy face." In other words, Satan thought if God would let him work Job over (touch his skin,
his flesh), then Job would curse God. GOD knew better. God had a relationship with the man. Job was not
baptized with the Holy Ghost, but God knew Job had a character like a stone wall. Job was going to hold
on. God said to Satan, "Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life." Job was hit by the devil. His
children were killed, his cattle were stolen away, his sheep burnt up, his wife turned against him, and he
was covered with sores. For three years the man lay on his side in sores and God watched him. Job was
down and God withdrew from him that the man might stand alone. JOB STOOD AGAINST SATAN, BEAT
HIM AT HIS GAME, and won a victory for all times for humanity IN THE NAME OF GOD, without much
help or much strength.

The soul, therefore, is bombarded from the body - from the mind, from the will, from the emotions, and
from the desires. God plants life in the soul to overcome death. John 1:5, "And the light shineth in
darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not." The translation of the verb "comprehended” is a little
bit weak. It could say "the darkness could not overcome, or overthrow, or have the victory over light."”
Light shines in the darkness and the darkness flees. The soul has these four areas from which it is
bombarded, but the chief area is the mind. If the mind is won for Christ, then it will radiate power and
actually stop the bombardment from the other areas.

(Excerpt from The Book of Revelation, Volume 1, pg. 77-78)
Thought for today: Are you (your soul) accepting the pleading of the spirit of God in order to be changed?
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