Christ in the Soul
Scripture reading: John 12:20-26

When we accepted Jesus Christ, we received life. The Blood of Jesus Christ is the life of God. This is what
we received in our souls which were dead in trespasses and sins. This life had to help us die to the alien
life of sin which had occupied the soul. Then, we had the self-life, which also had to die. So we see that
when we accepted Christ as our Savior, it was a matter of submitting to death in order to receive life.
When that process is completed, then we begin to enter into Christ. Paul, speaking to the Corinthian
Christians in I Corinthians 12:13, declares, "For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body."

We are not baptized into the body of Christ until the body of sin and self is given a death-blow. If sin is
still reigning in our members, then it was not fully dealt with. The grain of corn cannot bring forth a new
life until it has given up its own life. We must die to live and that life does not begin until the death is
complete. This is all done by faith.

The divine order of the entering into Christ is shown in the tabernacle of Moses by the three veils. The
first veil is called the Gate, the second is called the Door, and the third is called the Veil. The door is
Christ, and the entering in is preceded by the washing at the Laver, which is death to self and a complete
surrender to Christ. Self cannot be on the throne and, at the same time, Christ be crowned as King. One
King must depose the other. Even more than being deposed, ONE KING MUST SLAY THE OTHER so
that there is no further possibility of a coup to regain the throne.

THE ENTERING IN OF CHRIST INTO THE SOUL of man is a conscious act of man's will, which is
preceded by the three BAPTISMS of death.

There must be a death before there can be a resurrection. The three baptisms are:

(1) Baptism in water, the baptizer being human
(2) Baptism in the Holy Ghost, the baptizer being Jesus Christ
3) Baptism into Christ, the baptizer being the Holy Ghost

Christ enters into us, then we begin to enter into Christ. Just as the Holy Ghost enters into us, then we
begin to live in the Spirit.

When Christ enters the soul as King, He begins His rule on earth within the individual. HE MUST REIGN
TILL ALL ENEMIES ARE PUT UNDER HIS FEET, even death. We see, therefore, that He brings life and
immortality to light by the gospel (II Timothy 1:10). The beast nature of man is being changed to the
nature of the Christ.

We can see then that we can have Holy Spirit occupying our spirits, but not our souls as the five foolish
virgins had in Matthew 25. This stands to reason why, although we receive the Holy Spirit, we still have
the power to reject His counsel and have our own way. It also is the reason why we still fall into sin though
having the Holy Spirit of God within us. The process of the Kingdom of God gently seeps into every area of
our lives with our own free will consent, just as the leaven that leavens the whole three lumps of the
woman's meal in Matthew 13:33.

(Excerpt from The Pattern, pg. 148-149)

Thought for today: Let us give way in our souls to the Holy Spirit so that He may fill our vessel and
conquer every sin in our lives.
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