The Power of an Endless Life

By Mavis M. duCille

Scripture reading: Hebrews 7:14-16

Some weeks ago, the Lord brought to my attention the fact of the absolute necessity of overcoming.

The way out of the bondage of sin and self and humanness into the Divine nature is through the "flaming
sword." Since this sword turned every direction, there is no way of escaping the fire of purification.

It certainly is not enough to say, "I have accepted Jesus as my Saviour," or to relax and feel okay, waiting
for Him to come and take us away to heaven. The forgiveness of sins brings one into the experience of
knowing Jesus as Saviour, but after this experience, one should willingly and deliberately desire to know
Him as Lord, which means giving Him perfect control over one's life. There would be no place therefore
for cheating, lying, drinking, swearing, malice, strife, bitterness, wrath, cunning craftiness and all
unrighteousness. This can only be done by the regenerating, sanctifying work of Christ, which is the
purpose for the indwelling Holy Spirit. God wants to destroy sin, and the Holy Ghost brings to us the Life
of Christ Jesus, which does just that.

Adam and Eve were tested and tempted in the garden: if Eve would have resisted, they would have
overcome the enemy then and there. Temptation does not necessitate a fall, but resisting builds strength
and virtue.

The tree of life is made available to man through Jesus Christ. He is the WAY, the TRUTH and the LIFE.
Unless we eat Him day and night, we have no life in us - thus no overcoming.

Love, mercy and truth are conditioned by holiness; therefore, when God establishes His law in man's
heart, it constitutes a revelation of holiness - thus through GRACE, man finds a true revelation of LOVE.
Blessed are the people who have been brought into a relationship with Jesus Christ through His blood,
and have been established in His grace to embrace that LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST - when man ceases to be
an outsider of the Kingdom, and realizes the liberty of the SONS OF GOD.

Overcoming daily establishes holiness as a permanent state of the soul. One writer said, "Our conscience
and power of self-control act as a sort of watchdog over our worst selves during the day, but when the
watchdog is off duty, the primitive or natural man is at liberty to act as he pleases, and our soul has left us
at the mercy of our own evil nature."

God's divine power, however, greatly counteracts the forces of evil. This power and anointing is Christ,
which can only be experienced as the believer gives way to the Holy Spirit. In this way, man is brought to
the place where total redemption overcomes total depravity, and God's redemptive power shines forth in
spite of ourselves. It is the Spirit that brings redemption; human nature can take no credit; the flesh is
weak, but the indwelling Christ has power over all THINGS.

When the believer comprehends Christ's relationship to man as a whole, and to the Christian in
particular, then he is enabled to declare as never before the saving, keeping, resurrection POWER OF
JESUS CHRIST - LORD, MASTER, KING. Giving way to the persuading influence of the Holy Spirit
empowers believers to bring under subjection the dreadful and evil soul nature, which hampers and
resists the power of the LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS. Yes, the Holy Spirit is always revealing US to US, but He
does so that man, by this power of "an endless life,” might be lifted out of this carnal, natural state to the
spiritual, heavenly realm. We have been raised together with Him, Jesus Christ, and the vital union causes
us to sit in heavenly places with Him. As we have borne the image of the earthly in Adam, so through
Christ Jesus, we will bear the image of the heavenly - a place not only over sin and human weaknesses, but
a place of authority and glory.

(Excerpt from Nuggets for the Needy, pages 61-63)

Thought for today: The tree of life is made available to man through Jesus Christ. He is the WAY, the
TRUTH and the LIFE. Unless we eat Him day and night, we have no life in us - thus no overcoming.
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