Death Has a Demand
Scripture reading: Romans 8:2

Have you ever considered the fact that sometimes obedience to the Holy Spirit clashes with what was the
righteousness of the law? Let us look at that thought. Jesus was walking through the corn field on the
Sabbath day. He actually disobeyed the law of their time by picking corn and eating. David disobeyed the
law by going in and eating, and giving to his men to eat, the shewbread, because they were hungry. That
shewbread, according to the law, was only supposed to be eaten by the priests.

Let us look at the difference between the righteousness that is of the law and the righteousness that is of
Christ. The righteousness which is of Christ says that I must obey the Spirit of God. “I must walk in the
Spirit and I will not fulfill the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16). We find, then, that there are two laws
working one against another: the law of righteousness of the Spirit, and the righteousness that is of the
law that was given to Moses.

Now, it is all well and good to be a philanthropist, but it profits me exactly nothing if my motivation in
giving is that I might be a great name as a philanthropist and be looked up to and respected by people. My
motivation makes the very act of righteousness unrighteous. It cancels the righteousness that I would
actually do. So, then, I have no redress from God for my righteousness, and because of this, sin, therefore,
is no longer an abstract thing, but it becomes very personal. Sometimes sin will even reason with you
because sin is the opposite of God and the opposite of God is Satan. So, Satan is the master of sin and he
works in sin and in sinners. Paul, speaking to us in Romans 7:22, says that he sees another law. “For I
delight in the law of God after the inward man: 23 But I see another law in my members, warring
against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.”

Now, the law of sin is also the law of death (Romans 8:2). The law of life in Christ Jesus and the law of sin
and death become personal and active since the Spirit of God uses the law of life and the spirit of Satan
uses the law of death. Let’s go over that then. The law of life in Christ Jesus cancels out the power of the
law of sin and death and it makes me free from the other law of sin and death. Now, what is the
difference? If I am in the law of Christ and I make a mistake and do the wrong thing which normally is
called sin — the law of life chips in and says you need to do something immediately to cancel the wages
that are coming to you from that death, from that mistake. So immediately I would repent and the law of
life would come into focus and cancel the effect or the wages that would normally or naturally come upon
me for the sin.

Let us look a little deeper into the situation of these two laws. Why are the wages of sin death? The wages
of sin is death because it is a transgression against God and God Himself has laid it down that every
transgression against God must be paid for by life. In other words, death has a demand. It has a demand
that “this person is mine because he did so and so and so and so. Because he fell, he belongs to me.” Jesus
said, “No, I redeem him by life - I pay for it, I pay for the debt.” So, what we are doing is demanding from
God a certain amount of payment for the things that we do.

Now, you ask yourself the question, “What kind of a thing is this? How is it that Jesus is going to pay?”
The scriptures say that Jesus Christ came and by His Blood He paid for every man that cometh into the
world. My goodness! He pays for every man, every sin, every wickedness, and every error that comes into
the world. When He pays, the man himself has to accept the payment or else he is still in debt, so that
some human beings have a preponderance of debt hanging over them. They have become bankrupt in the
world of the spirit so that the wages that they owe are so great that they are in debt. They have become a
slave to death and they no longer are free as human beings. But the Blood of Jesus is available for
everyone who accepts the payment.

(Excerpt from Keeping in Touch, September, 2009)

Thought for today: The law of life in Christ Jesus cancels out the power of the law of sin and death and it
makes me free from the other law of sin and death.
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