The Woman and the Glory
Scripture reading: John 17:5, 22

God's smile, His good will, and His permissive will are all that the church seems to have been enjoying
until now. But now is the time of the overshadowing, when the manchild church is being brought forth
within the woman church. We are moving into a time when nothing but the perfect will of God will be
acceptable.

"And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her
feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars." Revelation 12:1.

This is not Mary, the mother of Jesus. This chapter was written of the future and not of the past. Mary was
overshadowed by the Holy Ghost and brought forth Jesus Christ, the son of God. The church is being
overshadowed by the Holy Ghost again to bring forth the Christ in us, not in a physical sense, as with
Mary who had a natural child, but in the spiritual sense, where we shall bring forth the fruit of the soul
and not the fruit of the womb. "Clothed with the sun" signifies an elect and called-out people of God, who
at last will attain to the glory of God as their covering. Covering is not only for protection, but clothes
which they wear daily - the righteousness of God being a part of our habit. The sun represents Christ, just
as the moon represents the church. This woman was clothed with the sun, and her footstool was the
moon. The meaning is clear. It brings out the scripture of Jesus' prayer in John 17:5 and 22,

"And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the
world was. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are
one.

We do not need ecumenism. The glory of God in us is making us one without reservation or fear of
separation.

This glory which Jesus prayed about is the picture we see in Revelation 12. It is the same glory which hung
over the tabernacle in the wilderness. The same glory Ezekiel saw at the river Chebar, and which Isaiah
saw in Isaiah 1 and 6. All the prophets saw it, and Paul saw it when he was knocked down on the road to
Damascus. I believe this is the same glory which I also saw in a vision in Greenwich Farm in western
Kingston, when I saw the shadow of a man, cast by a great light in the sky, resting on the sea and on the
land, and the voice of God speaking to me, saying, "The glory of God dwelleth in His people." The glory is
already given, and the church needs to appropriate it. The people of God is the only temple on earth now
recognized by the Lord as His temple. In Haggai 2:7 and 9, there is a prophecy which is yet to come to
pass, and it cannot be speaking of a natural temple, as there is none now standing which would have the
approval of God. This temple, of course, must be the temple of the human body which God desires to
dwell in, "not made with hands."

"And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill this house with glory,
saith the Lord of hosts. The glory of this latter house shall be greater than of the former, saith the Lord of
hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith the Lord of hosts.”

This scripture speaks of Revelation 12:1, which is the fulfillment of Haggai's prophecy. The woman, the
church, will be clothed at last, not in her own righteousness, but with the GLORY OF GOD.

"Upon her head a crown of twelve stars."
(Excerpt from The Pattern, 2nd edition, 1995, pg. 151-153)

Thought for today: We do not need ecumenism. The glory of God in us is making us one without
reservation or fear of separation.
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