The True Church Defined
Scripture reading: Ephesians 5:25-27

The church was never meant to be a building or an organization, but God Himself designed His people as
HIS CHURCH. All that has been done in the past has only been a preparation for the TRUE CHURCH.
Any organization which claims that it is the true church, no matter what good intentions it has, must be
usurping a position which it can never live up to. When Jesus called His disciples together and gave them
a spiritual charter, it exceeded and superseded all human charters and laws and was above them all. It
was a "law planted on the fleshy tables of their hearts," which, if you have, you will obey God and be one
with God's people. If you do not have it, you will just do everything but that which God requires. Thus we
find that the churches which are running headlong with their programs of doing good are not in God's
order, and to God, they are like wild animals running up and down in the jungle doing their thing until
their day of visitation.

For a long time, we all dwelt in this overcast situation, and after a while, we convinced ourselves that we
were in the will of God. God, on the other hand, gave us many blessings and encouragements, healings
and deliverances, which we have used to convince others that we are in the will of God, and that they
should follow us and our program. YET, every honest minister of the Gospel knows that our programming
of God, and our business of running the church, never really filled the bill in the eyes of God. Could God
use this word for our works: "Perfect in his generation?" This kind of action, which has lasted for
hundreds of years, while the light slowly breaks upon the church, demands an END. We HAVE NOW
COME TO THE END OF PLAYING CHURCH. God is bringing the ax down upon our churchanity, and
within a short period of years, there shall be a cleaving and a tearing, and GOD SHALL SUDDENLY
DIVIDE THE SHEEP FROM THE GOATS.

For a while, which seemed to be a very long while, God winked at our operations in His
Name, but now, He winks no more.

(Excerpt from The Pattern, pg. 47-48)

Thought for today: We have a spiritual charter: It was a "law planted on the fleshy tables of their hearts,"
which, if you have, you will obey God and be one with God's people.
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