The Outer Court Is Gone

Scripture reading: Revelation 11:1-2

The outer court in this last-day church that we are looking at Revelation 11:1-2 IS GONE. It is going to be
gone. It will be "given unto the Gentiles" and they will "tread (it down) under foot forty and two months"
- for three and a half years. There must be a reason, of course. The outer court is indefensible. God cannot
defend the outer court. Why?

Let me explain to you what the outer court is. God told Moses to build a Tabernacle with a gate. This gate
led into a big yard which was 100 cubits by 50 cubits. This yard had a fence around it and was called the
outer court. In this place there was sometimes a lot of confusion with animals being killed and sacrificed,
animals fighting for their lives, and men holding the animals, roping them onto the horns of the altar.
Sometimes there was shouting and struggling in the outer court and a lot of blood. They would kill the
animal and take out the guts and dung and wrap it into the skin of the animal and take that outside the
camp to burn. It was not a nice smelling, beautiful place like a temple should be. The outer court was
where all the preparation was made.

Let us now apply this to the gospel. The outer court church, therefore, is where the believer is being
prepared to go into Christ. Some churches have camped in the outer court and have no intention of going
any further because their doctrines say they have got it all. God is a God of progress. There was no way
that God was going to give you everything at one time, and perfect you, in the outer court. When you
accept Jesus Christ, you are fresh from sin, A FRESH SINNER. You come right into God and God washes
you with the Blood of Jesus, but when He washes you with His Blood, He also has to LEAVE A SPACE for
you to apply what He has given you, and for you to MAINTAIN the Christian, godly cleanliness which He
gave.

Many brethren, after they accept Jesus as their Saviour, relax and do any old thing and feel that Jesus
Christ will take care of it. One sister told me that she would divorce her husband and then go to God and
pray about it. You cannot deliberately sin and go and pray about it. That is called presumptuous sin, and
there is very little leeway for you to repent. You have to go down in sackcloth and ashes and repent of that
sort of behavior before you can go any further in God.

The majority of the church is in the outer court. When we talk about church, when we talk about
Christianity, the majority of Christians are in the outer court. There are two works of grace in the outer
court. First, accepting Jesus' Blood that was shed and giving our hearts to God. The second work of grace
is beginning to clean up that which we have had from the world, which God came in to clean. He calls it
baptism. At baptism, we have to die a death. Only salvation (accepting Jesus) is a free gift. You were as
dirty, as wretched, as awful as a human being could be, in sin, and Jesus came and He applied the Blood
and INSTANTANEOUSLY your sins were forgiven, but your NATURE was not completely changed. It has
been arrested. The Blood of Jesus Christ is a tool given to you to clean up your mind, your emotions, your
will, and your desires.

Some Christians let their emotions loose in a freedom that is not Christian. Even married people
sometimes do not understand that they cannot behave any old way with their partners. They need to
restrain and control and train their emotions and their desires and their will. The mind is not the mind of
Christ. It is still the human mind. You have the tool to work it out and make it the mind of Christ.
Consecration and sanctification are part of this cleaning.

The believer in the outer court is expected of God to prepare himself or herself for going into the holy
place - to prepare himself or herself for going through the door, going into Christ, becoming a part of
Christ's body and a part of Christ's function in the earth. Then you are really set to go places with God.
However, if you have a doctrine that you must not receive the fullness of baptism (some say water baptism
is not necessary), then you cut yourself off. Not being obedient to righteousness gives you nothing. You
say that there is no baptism, and therefore you cuss, drink, commit any sin, and feel that you are all right
because you have no covenant with God. Baptism is a covenant that the believer makes with God and it is
permanent.

(Excerpt from The Book of Revelation, Volume 2, pg. 2-5)

Thought for today: Let us prepare ourselves in sanctification and consecration in order for us to go into
Christ.
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